FORCES    OF    RETROGRESSION
Forces of Retrogression
Those who regard themselves as the forces of progress are in
truth forces of retrogression. That is the paradoxical element in
our crisis. There is no escaping from this connexion between
progress and the modern barbarism. This does not only apply to
our external, political life; in our spiritual crisis we also find our-
selves in the midst of a reversal of a long-continued human
development. The faith in a single moral God was the strength
of solitary great men thousands of years before our era. With that
faith they faced the masses who worshipped the daemonic forces
of nature and hoped to placate them by means of magic rites.
Far into the dark background of our human history goes this chain
of men of spiritual strength, to whom mankind owes its advance
in so far as it accepted their spiritual teaching, abandoned the
altars of Baal and the sacrifices in high places, and served God in
the spirit and in truth.
This bright flame is now challenged by fires of another type.
It is the mission and task of leading spirits of our modern Occident
to liberate themselves from all faith in any spiritual and moral
centre of the universe, and to glorify this as a spiritual achievement.
As the new prophets of the god of race, of the tribe, of coupling,
of the procreative power of nature, they oppose the God who is
Spirit with the glorification of perdition. These Western lands
are being thrust back through thousands of years into the old
struggle of Israel against idolatry, against the young heifer of Baal,
to-day named biologism, and against Moloch, who is still the god
of power, and who blesses dominion in return for human sacrifices.
Humanity is once more in the wilderness, trembling amid the
horrors and the anguish of life, returning to magic rites, and
bending the knee to men of violence who parade before them the
illusion of security.
What is it that has induced us in our late generation to see
spiritual greatness in such a process of perdition, instead of in those
legislators of a higher humanity who, like the "man Moses'*,
brought against the belief in magic and against superstitious fears
the great message of the one God, to whom burnt offerings are not
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